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Dissertation: The Policy Arguer: A Computational Model of U.S. Foreign 
Policy Belief Systems, directed by Dina A. Zinnes 

1986 M.A. in Political Science, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

Education 

1984 B.S. in Political Science, East Tennessee State University 
 

2008- 
2006- 

Associate Dean of the Graduate School 
Chair, Graduate and Professional Student Housing Task Force 

2003-2008 Director of Graduate Studies, Political Science, Stony Brook University 
2003-2008 Chair, University Graduate Council 
2001-2003 Director of Undergraduate Studies, Political Science, Stony Brook University 
1998- Co-Director, Laboratory for Experimental Research in Political Behavior 
1997- Associate Professor with Tenure, Stony Brook University 
1991-1997 Assistant Professor, Stony Brook University 

Experience 

1989-1991 Instructor, Stony Brook University 
 

Books 
 

Taber, Charles S., and Richard J. Timpone. 1996. Computational Modeling (Sage University 
Paper Series on Quantitative Applications in the Social Sciences, 07-113). Newbury Park, 
CA: Sage. 

 
Articles Cassino, Dan, Charles S. Taber, and Milton Lodge. 2007. “Information Processing and Public 

Opinion.” Politische Vierteljahresschrift 48: 205-20. 
Taber, Charles S., and Milton Lodge. 2006. “Motivated Skepticism in Political Information 

Processing.” American Journal of Political Science 50(3): 755-69.  To be reprinted in 
Critical Review with commentaries. 

Burdein, Inna, Milton Lodge, and Charles S. Taber. 2006. “Experiments on the Automaticity of 
Political Beliefs and Attitudes.” Political Psychology 27(3): 359-72. 

Huddy, Leonie, Stanley Feldman, Charles S. Taber, and Gallya Lahav. 2005. “Threat, Anxiety, 
and Support of Anti-Terrorism Policies." American Journal of Political Science 49(3): 593-
608. 

Lodge, Milton, and Charles S. Taber. 2005. “Automaticity of Affect for Political Candidates, 
Parties, and Issues: An Experimental Test of The Hot Cognition Hypothesis.” Political 
Psychology 26(3): 455-82 

Morris, James P., Nancy K. Squires, Charles S. Taber, and Milton Lodge. 2003. “The Automatic 
Activation of Political Attitudes: A Psychophysiological Examination of the Hot Cognition 
Hypothesis.” Political Psychology. 

Lavine, Howard, Milton Lodge, James Polichak, and Charles S. Taber. 2002. “Explicating the 
Black Box through Experimentation: Studies of Authoritarianism and Threat.” Political 
Analysis 10(4): 343-361. 

Taber, Charles S. 2001. “Of Spells, Potions, and Computational Social Science.” The Political 
Methodologist 10(1): 23-26. 

Taber, Charles S. 2000. “Problems of Empirical Inference in Elite Decision Making.” The 
Political Psychologist 5(1): 3-9. 

Timpone, Richard J., and Charles S. Taber. 1998. “Analytic and Algorithmic Analyses of 
Condorcet’s Paradox: Variations on a Classical Theme.” Social Science Computer Review 
16: 72-95. 

Taber, Charles S. 1997. “Cognitive Process Tracing Through Computational Experiments.” The 
Political Psychologist 2(1): 12-16. 
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Taber, Charles S., and Richard J. Timpone. 1996. “Beyond Simplicity: Computational Modeling 
in International Relations.” International Studies Review 40: 41-79. 

Timpone, Richard J., and Charles S. Taber. 1995. “Out of a Rut and Onto the Superhighway.” 
The Political Methodologist 7(1): 10-12. 

Jones, Bradford, Benjamin Radcliff, Charles S. Taber, and Richard Timpone. 1995. “Condorcet 
Winners and the Paradox of Voting: Probability Calculations for Weak Preference Orders.” 
American Political Science Review 89(1): 137-144. 

Taber, Charles S., and Richard Timpone. 1994. “The Policy Arguer: The Architecture of an 
Expert System.” Social Science Computer Review 12(1): 1-25.  

Taber, Charles S. 1993. “National Arms Acquisition as a Rational Competitive Process.” 
Simulation and Gaming 24(4): 413-28. 

Taber, Charles S. 1992. “POLI: An Expert System Model of U.S. Foreign Policy Belief 
Systems,” American Political Science Review 86(4): 888-904. 

 
Book 
Chapters 

Taber, Charles S. Forthcoming. “Computational Modeling in Foreign Policy Analysis.” In Alex 
Mintz and Steven Redd, eds., Advances in Foreign Policy Analysis. 

Lodge, Milton, Charles S. Taber, and Christopher Weber. 2006. “First Steps Toward a Dual 
Process Model of Political Beliefs, Attitudes, and Behavior.” In David Redlawsk, ed., 
Feeling Politics. Palgrave. 

Taber, Charles S. 2005. “Opinion Formation.” In Samuel J. Best and Benjamin Radcliff, eds., 
Polling America: An Encyclopedia of Public Opinion. Westport, CT: Greenwood. 

Taber, Charles S. 2004. “An Artificial Mediator.” In Zeev Maoz, Alex Mintz, T. Clifton Morgan, 
Glenn Palmer, and Richard Stoll, eds., Methodology in International Relations: Multiple 
Paths to Knowledge.  London: Cambridge University Press. 

Taber, Charles S. 2003. “Information Processing and Public Opinion.” In David O. Sears, Leonie 
Huddy, and Robert L. Jervis, eds., Handbook of Political Psychology.  London: Oxford 
University Press. 

Huddy, Leonie, Stanley Feldman, Gallya Lahav, and Charles S. Taber. 2003. “Fear and 
Terrorism: Psychological Reactions to 9/11. In Pippa Norris, Montague Kern, and Marion 
Just, eds., Framing Terrorism: The News Media, the Government, and the Public. New 
York: Routledge.  

Taber, Charles S., Milton Lodge, and Jill Glather. 2001. “The Motivated Construction of Political 
Judgments.” In James H. Kuklinski, ed., Citizens and Politics: Perspectives from Political 
Psychology. London: Cambridge University Press. 

Lodge, Milton, and Charles S. Taber. 2000. “Three Steps Toward a Theory of Motivated Political 
Reasoning.” In Arthur Lupia, Mathew D. McCubbins, and Samuel L. Popkin, eds., Elements 
of Reason: Understanding and Expanding the Limits of Political Rationality. London: 
Cambridge University Press. 

Taber, Charles S. 1998. “The Interpretation of Foreign Policy Events: A Cognitive Process 
Theory.” In Donald A. Sylvan and James F. Voss, eds., Problem Representation in Political 
Decision Making. London: Cambridge University Press. 

Taber, Charles S., and Marco Steenbergen. 1995. “Computational Experiments in Electoral 
Behavior.” In Milton Lodge and Kathleen McGraw, eds., Political Judgement: Structure 
and Process. Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press. 

Taber, Charles S., and Richard Timpone. 1994. “Pictures in the PC: Computational Modeling and 
Political Psychology.” In Michael X. Delli Carpini, Leonie Huddy, and Robert Y. Shapiro, 
eds., Research in Micropolitics. Greenwich, CT: JAI Press. 

Glad, Betty, and Charles S. Taber. 1990. “Images, Learning, and the Decision to Use Force: The 
Domino Theory of the United States.” In Betty Glad, ed., Psychological Dimensions of War.  
Beverly Hills, California: Sage. 

Taber, Charles S. 1989. “Power Capability Indexes in the Third World.” In Richard J. Stoll and 
Michael D. Ward, eds., Power in World Politics.  Boulder, Colorado: Lynne Rienner 
Publishers. 
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Book 
Reviews 

Robert McCalla (1992). Uncertain Perceptions. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan. American 
Political Science Review, 1993, 87: 816. 

Jeffrey W. Taliaferro (2004). Balancing Risks: Great Power Intervention in the Periphery. 
Ithaca, New York: Cornell University Press. Political Psychology, 2005. 

 
Under 
Review 

Kim, Sung-youn, Milton Lodge, and Charles S. Taber. “A Model of Political Cognition: The 
Dynamics of Candidate Evaluation in the 2000 Presidential Election.” American Political 
Science Review. 

Taber, Charles S., Damon Cann, and Simona Kucsova. “The Motivated Processing of Political 
Arguments.” Political Behavior. 

 
In Progress Lodge, Milton, and Charles S. Taber. The Rationalizing Voter. Advance contract anticipated with 

Cambridge University Press. 
Mintz, Alex, Charles S. Taber, and Nicholas Valentino. Behavioral Political Science. Advance 

contract signed with Cambridge University Press. 
Taber, Charles S. “Principles of Color: Implicit Race, Ideology, and Opposition to Racial 

Policies.” Working paper. 
 

Media 
Profiles 

“Political Bias Proved,” by Jonathan Beard. Scientific American, October, 2005. 
“Understanding John Q. Public,” by Trish Barker. Access, Fall, 2005. 
“Policy Issues and Emotions,” by Charles Choi. Science, September, 2006. 
“Voting With the Heart,” by Charles Choi. Scientific American, December, 2006. 
 

Recent 
Conference 
Papers 

“The Role of Emotion in How People Think and Reason About Political Events and Public 
Policy,” (with Cengiz Erisen and Milton Lodge). Presented at the American Political 
Science Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, 2007. 

“A Model of Survey Response: Perceptions about Candidate Issue Position,” (with Sung-youn 
Kim and Milton Lodge). Presented at the American Political Science Association Annual 
Meeting, Chicago, 2007. 

“Emotions’ Role in How People Reason about Political Events and Public Policy,” (with Cengiz 
Erisen and Milton Lodge). Presented at the Midwest Political Science Association Annual 
Meeting, Chicago, 2007. 

“Discriminating Emotions: The Differential Effects of Discrete Emotions,” (with Brad Verhulst 
and Milton Lodge). Presented at the Midwest Political Science Association Annual Meeting, 
Chicago, 2007. 

“A Model of Survey Response: Perceptions about Candidate Issue Position,” (with Sung-youn 
Kim and Milton Lodge). Presented at the Midwest Political Science Association Annual 
Meeting, Chicago, 2007. 

“A Model of Survey Response: Perceptions about Candidates' Traits and Issue Positions,” (with 
Sung-youn Kim and Milton Lodge). Presented at the American Political Science 
Association Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, 2006. 

“An Evaluation of the Consequentialist Model: The Role of Cognition and Emotion in Decision 
Making,” (with Cengiz Erisen and Milton Lodge). Presented at the American Political 
Science Association Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, 2006. 

“Measuring Emotions in Political Surveys: Semantic versus Somatic Responses,” (with Mary-
Kate Lizotte and Milton Lodge). Presented at the American Political Science Association 
Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, 2006. 

“Semantic versus Somatic Responses to Emotion Items in Political Surveys,” (with Mary-Kate 
Lizotte and Milton Lodge). Presented at the Midwest Political Science Association Annual 
Meeting, Chicago, 2006. 

“The Primacy of Political Affect: The Influence of Affective Priming on Candidate and Issue 
Evaluations,” (with Christopher Weber and Milton Lodge). Presented at the Midwest 
Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, 2006. 

“An Integrated, Computational Model of the 2000 Presidential Election,” (with Sung-youn Kim 
and Milton Lodge). Presented at the Midwest Political Science Association Annual Meeting, 
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Chicago, 2006. 
“Motivated Political Reasoning in a Functional Perspective,” (with Sanser Yener). Presented at 

the Midwest Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, 2006. 
 “Measuring Emotions in Context: Semantic versus Somatic Responses to Emotion Items in 

Political Surveys,” (with Mary-Kate Lizotte and Milton Lodge). Presented at the American 
Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C., 2005. 

“Subliminal Priming and Political Campaigns: The Impact of Subliminally Presented Affective 
Primes on Campaign Ad Evaluations,” (with Christopher Weber and Milton Lodge). 
Presented at the American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Washington, 
D.C., 2005. 

“The Contributions of Dina Zinnes.” Presented at the International Studies Association Annual 
Meeting, Honolulu, 2005. 

“Implicit Identifications in Political Information Processing: An Experimental Test of the Hot 
Identifications Hypothesis,” (with Inna Burdein and Milton Lodge). Presented at the 
Semiannual Meeting of the New York Area Political Psychologists, Columbia University, 
New York, 2004. 

“A Cognitive Model of Strategic Behavior: The Dynamics of Cooperation in Repeated Social 
Dilemma Games,” (with Sung-youn Kim). Presented at the Midwest Political Science 
Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, 2004. 

“A Computational Model of Political Cognition: The Dynamics of Candidate Evaluation,” (with 
Sung-youn Kim and Milton Lodge). Presented at the Midwest Political Science Association 
Annual Meeting, Chicago, 2004. 

“What Are They Thinking? Implicit Measures of Ideology and Racism,” (with Inna Burdein). 
Presented at the Midwest Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, 2004. 

“Detecting New Racism: Implicit Measures of Ideology versus Racism,” (with Inna Burdein). 
Presented at the Southern Political Science Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans, 
2003. 

“The Impact of Self-Identifications on Political Attitudes: An Experimental Test Employing 
Subliminal Priming,” (with Milton Lodge, Inna Burdein, and Sanser Yener). Presented at 
the Midwest Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, 2003. 

“First Steps Toward a Dual-Process Accessibility Model of Political Beliefs, Attitudes, and 
Behavior,” (with Milton Lodge). Presented at the Shambaugh Conference on Emotion and 
Politics, University of Iowa, 2003. 

“The Politics of Threat: Cognitive and Affective Reactions to 9/11,” (with Leonie Huddy, 
Stanley Feldman, and Gallya Lahav), Presented at the American Political Science 
Association Annual Meeting, Boston, 2002. 

“The Primacy of Affect for Political Candidates, Parties, and Issues: An Experimental Test of 
The Hot Cognition Hypothesis,” (with Milton Lodge, Inna Burdein, and Erik Sundquist), 
Presented at the Midwest Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, 2002. 

“The Motivated Processing of Political Arguments,” (with Damon Cann and Simona Kucsova), 
Presented at the Midwest Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, 2002. 

“Automatic Affect for Political Candidates, Parties, Issues, and Symbols,” (with Milton Lodge), 
Presented at the Midwest Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, 2001. 

“Motivated Skepticism in the Evaluation of Political Beliefs,” Presented at the American 
Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C., 2000.  (Lazersfeld Award 
for best paper at conference.) 

“The Artificial Mediator (AMed) as an Experimental Animal,” Presented at the International 
Studies Association Annual Meeting, Los Angeles, 2000. 

 
Seminars 
and Invited 
Lectures 

“Principles of Color,” at University of Nebraska, Lincoln, 2008. 
“Race and Political Cognition,” psychology department, Stony Brook University, 2007. 
“Publishing,” at International Society of Political Psychology, Portland, 2007. 
 “Race and Political Cognition,” at University of California, Riverside, 2006. 
“Publishing,” at International Society of Political Psychology, Barcelona, 2006. 
“A Computational Model of Political Preferences,” at University of Texas, Dallas, 2005.  
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“Teaching Political Psychology,” a short course at APSA, 2005.  
“Computational Modeling,” the Winter Institute, Program in Foreign Policy Decision Making, 

Texas A&M University, January, 2001. 
“Computational Political Economy,” at University of Michigan, October, 1998. 
“Methodology in International Relations: Multiple Paths to Knowledge,” Rice University, June, 

1998. 
“EVIN: A Computational Model of Event Interpretation,” Presented at the Mershon Center Core 

Group Meeting, Columbus, Ohio, May, 1995. 
“The Policy Arguer and Crisis Behavior,” at the Workshop, “The Potential Contribution of 

Artificial Intelligence to the Avoidance of Crises and Wars,” sponsored by the Austrian 
Institute for Artificial Intelligence, Vienna, November, 1993. 

“Motivated Reasoning in Politics,” (with Milton Lodge) at the Conference on Political 
Psychology, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, June, 1993. 

“Between You and Me: Artificial Intelligence and the Levels of Analysis Problem,” (with Steven 
Seitz) at the Individual/System Conference, Merriam Laboratory for Analytic Political 
Research, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, 1992. 

 
2007-2008 
 
2006-2008 

NSF Dissertation Improvement Grant to Eser Sekercioglu, “Altruistic 
Punishment” 
NSF Grant SES-0550629 “Race and Political Cognition: Implicit Measures of 
Ideology and Racism,” ($174,907) 

2003-2006 NSF Grant SES-0241282 “Primacy of Affect in Automatic and Deliberative 
Processing of Political Persons, Groups, and Issues,” (with Milton Lodge; 
$224,991) 

2002-2003 NSF Grant SES-0300419: “Small Grant for Exploratory Research: Public 
Support in the Aftermath of 9/11,” (with George Marcus, Leonie Huddy, 
Stanley Feldman, and Michael MacKuen; $50,000) 

2001-2002 NSF Grant SES-0201650: “SGER:  The Dynamic, Multi-Faceted Effects of 
Threat on U.S. Domestic and Foreign Policy Attitudes,” (with Leonie Huddy, 
Stanley Feldman, and Gallya Lahav; $49,999) 

2000-2002 NSF Grant SES-9975063: “Motivated Biases in Political Reasoning,” (with 
Milton Lodge; $99,965) 

1996 NSF Grant: “Democracy and Collective Action: Strategies, Heuristics, and 
Cooperation,” (with John Scholz, Jeff Casey, Piotr Swistak, and Jonathan 
Bendor; seed project funded at $60,000) 

1993-1995 NSF Grant SES-9310351: “Computational Experiments in Candidate 
Evaluation and Vote Choice,” (with Milton Lodge and Marco Steenbergen; 
$135,000) 

1992 Junior Faculty Research Grant, SUNY at Stony Brook ($500) 

Research 
Grants 

1991-1993 NSF Grant SES-9102901: “POLI: An Expert System Model of U.S. Foreign 
Policy Belief Systems” ($67,406) 
 

2000 Paul Lazersfeld Outstanding Paper Award, American Political Science 
Association 

1995 Merit Award for Teaching and Curriculum Development, Stony Brook 
1994-1996 Faculty Member of the Invisible College of the Mershon Center Research 

Training Group, Mershon Center, The Ohio State University 
1992 Award for Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching, Stony Brook 
1986-1989 Charles M. Kneier Fellowship, University of Illinois 
1987-1988 Charles M. Kneier Dissertation Fellowship, University of Illinois 
1987 Kathleen Burkholder Prize for Original Research in Political Science from the 

Political Science Department, University of Illinois 
1986 International Studies Association/Midwest Graduate Student Paper Award 
1984-1986 Kendric C. Babcock Fellowship, University of Illinois 

Honors and 
Awards 

1984- Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society 
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2007- 
2006- 
2006- 

Editorial Board, Cognition, Psychology, and Behavior, e-journal. 
Editorial Board, American Journal of Political Science 
Editorial Board, Political Research Quarterly 

2005- Co-Editor (with Stanley Feldman, Leonie Huddy, and Howard Lavine), 
Political Psychology 

2003-2005 National Science Foundation Advisory Panel, Political Science 
2003 International Relations Section Chair, Midwest Political Science Association 

Program Committee 
2001-2003 Editor, Political Psychology Listserv 
2000-2003 Co-Editor (with Stanley Feldman and Leonie Huddy), The Political 

Psychologist 
2000-2002 Member of the Executive Committee of the Political Psychology Section of 

APSA 

Professional 
Service 

2000 Member, “Training” Committee for International Society of Political 
Psychology 

 
 Referee: American Political Science Review 

American Journal of Political Science 
Journal of Politics 
American Politics Review 
International Studies Quarterly 
International Interactions 
Social Science Quarterly 
Political Research Quarterly 
Political Psychology 
Political Behavior 
Political Communication 
Social Choice and Welfare 
Conflict Management and Peace Science 
European Union Politics 
National Science Foundation 
University of Michigan Press 
Harper Collins 
McGraw-Hill 
W.H. Freeman 
Brown & Benchmark 
West Educational Publishing 
 

University 
Service 

2007- 
2006- 
2003-2008 
2001-2005 
2000 
2000 
1999- 
1994-1998 
1993 
1991-2003 

Research Park Oversight Board 
Chair, Graduate and Professional Student Housing Task Force 
Chair, Graduate Council 
Graduate Council Appeals and Grievances Committee 
Graduate Fellowships Selection Committee 
Senior Honors Seminar for Honors College 
University Graduate Council 
Departmental representative to the University Senate 
Member of the Steering Committee for the Peace Studies Center 
Faculty Member in the Federated Learning Community (3 times) 
 

Department 
Service 

2003- 
2003- 
2001-2003 
2000-2002 
1999-2003 

Director of Graduate Studies 
Political Science Graduate Committee 
Director of Undergraduate Studies 
Chair, IR/Comparative Search Committees 
Chair, Political Psychology Qualifying Exam Committee 
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1999- 
1996-2002 
1993 
1990-2003 

Co-Director of the Laboratory for Research in Political Behavior 
Webmaster for department 
Member of the Political Psychology Search Committee 
Political Science Undergraduate Committee 
 

Dissertation 
Service 

Brad Verhulst (Political Science, expected 2009), committee member 
Everett Young (Political Science, expected 2009), primary advisor 
Cengiz Erisen (Political Science, expected 2008), committee member 
Eser Sekercioglu (Political Science, expected 2008), primary advisor 
Christopher Weber (Political Science, expected 2008), committee member 
Sanser Yener (Political Science, expected 2006), primary advisor 
Inna Burdein (Political Science, defended 5/3/07), primary advisor 
Dari Sylvester (Political Science, defended 6/29/06), committee member 
Thomas Craemer (Political Science, defended 6/21/05), primary advisor 
Dan Cassino (Political Science, defended 5/05), committee member 
Sung-youn Kim (Political Science, defended 4/17/05), committee member 
Allen Azizian (Psychology, defended 3/15/05), committee member 
Theresa Capelos (Political Science, defended 8/8/02), committee member 
Cristina Ling (Political Science, defended 8/12/96), committee member 
Clark Hubbard (Political Science, defended 8/8/96), committee member 
Paul Hewett (Political Science, defended 7/10/96), committee member 
Herbert Laub (History, defended 4/24/96), committee member 
 

Skills Computer Programming in C, C++, Pascal, Basic 
Computational Modeling and Simulation Analysis 
Knowledge Engineering and Expert Systems Applications 
Statistical Methods 
 

Teaching 
Interests 

International Relations 
Political Psychology 
Social Science Methods/Computational Modeling 
 

Professional 
Associations 

American Political Science Association 
International Studies Association 
International Political Science Association 
Midwest Political Science Association 
International Society for Political Psychology 
American Association for Artificial Intelligence 
Social Science Computing Association 
 

Current 
Research 

Motivated Political Reasoning: For several years, Milton Lodge and I have worked on a 
descriptive theory of motivated political reasoning which will account for how and why it is that 
biased processing can so easily and so often overwhelm the objective quality of evidence; in 
particular how it is that both ordinary citizens and political sophisticates are prone to follow a 
biased course of information processing when forming and updating their political beliefs and 
preferences. Underlying this proposed theory of motivated reasoning are three sub theories: the 
first, called hot cognition, claims that all social concepts that have been evaluated in the past are 
now “affectively charged,” positively or negatively tagged, with the affective charge linked 
directly to the concept in memory; the second, on-line processing, holds that on every exposure 
to a social concept the affective charge tagged to the concept is updated, incremented or 
decremented, thereby maintaining a running, cumulative affective tally for each social concept in 
memory; and the third mechanism, a “how-do-I-feel?” heuristic, captures this OL Tally from 
memory without having to assess the considerations that originally entered into the evaluation.  
This theory extends the analysis of on-line processing to the study of political reasoning by 
showing how an affective tally—once formed for a candidate, party, or issue—can influence 
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subsequent information processing, and why in particular these three mechanisms, acting in 
consort, will likely promote a biased decision making process, even when one is motivated to 
seek out and evaluate pertinent evidence in an evenhanded way. 
 
Computational Modeling: For some time now I have been interested in the formal modeling of 
complex behavioral/cognitive systems. This interest started with various models of elite political 
decision making (POLI, EVIN) and international mediation (AMed).  The problem of the 
aggregation of individual preferences led me to another major project that most directly 
addresses the social choice concerns with the fairness and representativeness of majoritarian rules 
of voting (Social Choice). That project used a computational sampling technique to estimate the 
probabilities associated with voting outcomes in elections of varying sizes; the methods used 
allowed us to relax several key assumptions, including strong individual preferences and odd-
sized electorates. Current work in this vein is relaxing the assumption that preference patterns are 
uniformly distributed in the electorate. Most recently, I have worked on a computational model 
of citizen information processing (JQP), applying this model to public opinion dynamics and to 
survey responding. Finally, I have become interested in computational modeling per se as a set of 
critically important methods for social scientists. 
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