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COURSE OVERVIEW 

This course covers several topics essential to gain an understanding of the realm of bioethics, the 

intersection of law and medicine, the cases underlying these principles, and the issues 

confronting our medical system today. These topics include: federalism and bioethics, informed 

consent, truth-telling and confidentiality, the doctor-patient relationship, ethical issues in 

pediatrics, abortion and associated reproductive issues, defining, hastening, and forestalling 

death, the right to refuse care and the right to die, rationing, the role of culture and religion in 

medicine, genetic technologies and organ transplantation. 

 

COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

By the end of the semester, students should:  

1. Have a basic understanding of the theories, principles, and substantive law in the areas set 

out in the course overview, including relevant doctrines, policies, and practice issues. 

2. Demonstrate the ability to communicate and apply these concepts effectively both orally 

and in writing. 

3. Demonstrate the ability to use problem solving skills to apply these concepts to new and 

current issues and problems. 

 

COURSE TEXTS 

There are no assigned texts for purchase for this course. All weekly reading will be assigned and 

emailed to you the week before class. Please see the syllabus for legal cases to be prepared prior 

to class. Additional articles will also be sent via email. 

 

TEACHING METHODS 

Throughout the semester, students will complete practice problems that develop their skills in 

legal writing, analyzing issues, and advocating for a position.  Students will also consider ethical 

issues, exercise independent judgment, and learn to work in groups. 

This course will require active student participation. Students will be expected to actively 

participate in class discussions, to apply the principles learned in class to various fact patterns, 

and to brainstorm policy concerns and solutions as a group.  Each student will also be required to 

work in small groups to determine relevant legal standards and to apply the materials learned in 



class. Students will be required to complete short essays throughout the semester that test the 

students’ mastery of the information presented in class. 

 

GRADING POLICY 

Students will be graded based on the following: in-class participation (20 percent) and 10-15 

page final paper (80 percent).  There are two due dates on which students must submit paper 

topics and outlines. These dates are indicated on the attached Reading + Assignment Schedule. 

These assignments will count toward the final paper grade, for a total of 5% of the final grade. 

No letter grade will be given for these submissions; timely submission will satisfy the 5% 

requirement. The grade may be changed up to 1/3 of a letter grade based on class participation 

and preparation. 

 

ATTENDANCE POLICY 

Attendance is required.  If you are unable to attend a class, you should let me know.  To be 

prepared for class, you must read all of the assigned reading, make a good faith effort to think 

about the issues raised in the reading, and be prepared to discuss the issues in class.  

 

SCHEDULE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS 

The following course outline is a general guide for the course.  The schedule may be adjusted 

somewhat depending on how quickly we cover the material.  All assignments are from the 

assigned text.  Readings and assignments are due on the dates indicated unless you are instructed 

otherwise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



READING + ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE 
 

Class Date Assigned Reading Key Concepts + 

Objectives 

January 26, 

2022 (Class 1) 

Introduction to Federalism and Bioethics + The 

Intersection of Law and Bioethics 

 

 

intersection of law, 

bioethics, and medicine,  

 

the meaning of due 

process and equal 

protection 

 

February 2, 

2022 (Class 2) 

Doctor-Patient Relationship, Informed Consent, 

Advance Directives and Surrogate Decision-

Making 

The Doctor-Patient Relationship 

- Hurley v Eddingfield 

- Canterbury v Spence 

- Helling v Carey 

- Tarasoff v Regents of the University of 

California 

The Outer Limits of Informed Consent 

- Johnson v Kokemoor 

- Herdich v Pegram 

 

 

the doctor-patient 

relationship 

 

limits of informed 

consent 

 

advance directives 

 

surrogate decision-

making 

 

February 9, 

2022 (Class 3) 

Truth-Telling and Confidentiality 

Truth-Telling and Confidentiality 

- review cases from last week 

 

truth-telling and lying in 

treatment settings 

 

Issues with 

confidentiality 

 

February 16, 

2022 (Class 4) 

Ethical Issues in Pediatrics + Mature Minor 

Doctrine (Billy Best) 

Authority 

- Prince v Massachusetts 

- Jehovah's Witnesses of Washington v. 

King County Hospital 

Parent-Physician Conflict 

- Custody of a Minor, 375 Mass. 733 

- In re Phillip B. 

 

 

 

 

 

pediatric decision-

making 

 

conflict in pediatrics 

 

mature minor doctrine 



February 23, 

2022 (Class 5) 

Ethical Issues and Distinctions in End-of-Life 

Care 

Landmark Cases 

- Cruzan v Director, Missouri Department 

of Health 

- In re Quinlan 

- Brophy v New England Sinai Hospital, 

Inc. 

 

the right to refuse care 

 

how to make decisions 

for incompetent patients 

 

acts vs omissions 

 

withholding vs 

withdrawing treatments 

 

intended effects vs 

foreseen effects (Rule of 

Double Effect) 

 

ordinary vs 

extraordinary medical 

interventions 

 

medical treatments vs 

food and fluids 

 

March 2, 2022 

(Class 6) 

Defining, Forestalling, and Hastening Death 

The Definition of Death 

- In re Bowman 

- In re TACP 

 

 

cardiopulmonary death 

 

brain death 

 

palliative sedation 

 

other definitions of 

death? 

March 9, 2022 

(Class 7) 

“Futile” Medical Care + Moral Distress 

“Futile” Medical Care 

- In re Wangle 

- Causey v St. Francis Medical Center 

- In re Baby K 

 

 

 

 

define, understand, and 

explore concepts of 

futility 

 

moral distress in 

healthcare providers 

March 16, 

2022 

 

NO CLASS – SPRING BREAK 

 

 

March 23, 

2022 (Class 8) 

Constitution and the Right to Die + Refuse Care 

The Constitution and the Right to Die 

- Cruzan v Director, Missouri Department 

of Health 

- Washington v Glucksberg 

the right to die 

 

the right to refuse care 

 



- Vacco v Quill 

The Right to Refuse Care 

- In re Quinlan 

- Bouvia v Superior Court 

- Lane v Candura 

- In re Conroy 

 

when these rights can be 

infringed upon? 

 

vaccination mandates + 

opt-outs 

March 30, 

2022 

(Class 9) 

Culture, Religion, Ethics and the Law 

- Stamford Hospital v. Vega 

 

intersection of medicine, 

culture, medicine, and 

the law 

 

consider the degree to 

which 

culture/religion/personal 

beliefs should be 

considered in medical 

decision-making 

April 6, 2022 

(Class 10) 

Reproduction (Sterilization, Right to Abortion) 

The Past and Present of Sterilization 

- Buck v Bell 

- Skinner v Oklahoma 

- Conservatorship of Valerie N. 

The Right to Abortion 

- Roe v Wade 

- Planned Parenthood of Southeastern 

Pennsylvania v Casey 

- Stenberg v Carhart 

 

sterilization 

 

right to abortion 

 

conceptions of life 

April 13, 2022 

(Class 11) 

PAPER TOPICS DUE  

 

The purpose of this week’s class will be to 

discuss paper topics + sources 

 

 

April 20, 2022 

(Class 12) 

Rationing + Organ Transplantation 

Organ Transplantation 

- McFall v Shimp 

- Strunk v Strunk 

- State v Powell 

- Wilson v Adkins 

 

 

rationing of medical 

resources 

 

organ transplantation 

April 27, 2022 

(Class 13) 

 

 

Genetics + Ownership of Life 

The “Uniqueness” of Genetics 

- Katsee v Blue Cross/Blue Shield of 

Nebraska 

- Safer v Pack 

genetics 

 

ownership of genetic 

material 

 



- Foundation on Economic Trends v 

Heckler 

The Ownership of Life 

- Moore v Regents of the University of 

California 

- Davis v Davis 

- Hecht v Superior Court 

 

May 4, 2022 

(Class 14) 

 

 

 

OPEN OFFICE HOURS TO DISCUSS 

FINAL PAPERS 
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